
St Mary’s Newsletter 
Spring Term – Friday 12th June 2026 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

Welcome to this week’s newsletter. Read on to find out what we’ve been up to this week at St Mary’s! 
 

 

Primary school pupils bring democracy to life in Children’s Parliament election 

On Friday 5th June, pupils at St Mary’s Primary School stepped into the world of democracy as they took part 
in a special election to select their representatives for the UK’s Children’s Parliament. 
 

St Mary’s is one of 100 primary schools nationwide participating in the initiative, which gives young 
people a meaningful platform to share their views and shape the future. The programme forms part of 
the legacy of Sir David Amess, championing youth voice and democratic engagement. 
 

The process began with pupils nominating themselves and creating short campaign videos. From these, 
six finalists were selected (by the peers) before a full school election was held, complete with official 
polling boxes supplied by Uttlesford District Council.  
 

Huxley O’Keefe was elected to represent the school at the Children’s Parliament, supported by deputy 
Penny Findlay and media representative, Sophie Twell, who will conduct interviews during the Parlia-
ment visit. The event attracted strong community support, with representatives from Essex Police and 
Cllr Jeanette Curtis, Mayor of Saffron Walden, in attendance. 
 

The election was overseen by Angela Knight, Chief Operating Officer at Uttlesford District Council, who 
acted as Returning Officer. Angela said: “It was an enjoyable experience and fantastic to see such 
enthusiasm and excitement from all the children. The event really brought democracy to life for the 
next generation and helped to show how important it is for children to understand these processes 
from a young age.” 
 

Mr Jarmain, Headteacher at St Mary’s, added: “We are incredibly proud of all the children who took 
part. They showed confidence, creativity and a real passion for having their voices heard. This has 
been a brilliant opportunity to inspire the next generation to engage with democracy.” 
 

The Children’s Parliament initiative is the first of its kind in the UK for younger 
children and continues to grow nationally. In December, a landmark event was 
held in the House of Lords, and plans are now in place for children to hold their 
own debate in the House of Commons in October, subject to approval. This will 
mark the fifth anniversary of Sir David Amess’s death, placing young people at 
the heart of UK democracy and inviting schools across the country, including St 
Mary’s, to play a part in this historic moment. 
For more information, visit https://childrensparliament.uk 
 

Miss Dye—Celebrating 20 years of service at St Mary’s 
On Friday 5th June, staff and colleagues at St Mary's, Saffron Walden, came together to celebrate a 
remarkable milestone for Rose Dye, who marked 20 years of dedicated service here at St Mary’s 
Primary School. 

Over the past two decades, Rose has been a valued member of the St Mary's team, making a signifi-
cant contribution to the life of the school and supporting generations of pupils, families and         
colleagues. Her commitment, hard work and friendly presence have made a lasting impact on the St 
Mary's community. The occasion was marked with warm wishes and heartfelt thanks as colleagues reflected on Rose's many 
years of service and dedication. Rose was presented with a special shield by Cllr Jeanette Curtis, the Mayor of Saffron Walden, 
to commemorate her 20 years, as well as some flowers and the well-wishes from the whole of our school community. 

Congratulations, Rose, on this wonderful achievement, and thank you for all you have done for St Mary's over the past 20 years. 

 

Compassion     Friendship     Perseverance 

Respect      Trust      Truthfulness  

Attendance Weekly 94.7 %

Attendance Year 96% 
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Stars of the Week 
Ladybird class— for all their hard work this week completing their phonics checks 

Phoebe—for getting more involved with class discussions 

Eva—for always focusing, working hard and engaging in her learning 

Nina—for always working hard and being an excellent role model 

Mason—for insightful contributions to all class discussions 

Rose—for improved focus and engagement across all areas of learning 

Henry—for his great DT work so far on his catapult 

Antoni—for his effort with his independent work and being a good friend to others 

Aalyian—for scoring 40 out of 40 on his times tables assessment which included inverse questions 

Adrian—for working hard in class, showing amazing active listening and working on his choices at breaks and lunchtimes 
 

House triumphs!  

These are the results for this week: in 1st place with 91 points was Fire House; in joint 2nd place with 80 points were Air 

and Earth Houses and in 3rd place with 71 points was Water House.  Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Snacks for Healthy Minds 
At our school, we encourage children to make healthy choices and enjoy nutritious snacks throughout 
the day. Fresh fruit is an excellent option, providing children with vitamins, energy, and helping them to 
stay focused in class.  It has been wonderful to see so many children in Key Stage 2 choosing fruit as a 
healthy snack. Their enthusiasm for eating fruit is something we are proud of and keen to encourage.  
 

Recently, members of staff have been purchasing fruit with their own money to ensure that children have something 
healthy to eat at break time.   While this has been done with the children's wellbeing in mind, it is not a sustainable solution 
in the long term. 
 

We kindly ask parents and carers to support us by ensuring that their child brings a suitable healthy snack to school each 
day for break time.  Fresh fruit, such as apples, bananas, melon slices, or easy-peel oranges, are all excellent choices.   
By working together, we can continue to promote healthy eating habits and help our children develop positive choices that 
will benefit them both now and in the future. 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Polite reminder—neighbours on Castle Street 
As the days grow longer and children spend more time outdoors, we would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone 

of the importance of being considerate and respectful of the neighbouring properties to St Mary’s School. We kindly ask 

parents and carers to remind their children to respect the boundaries of private property. This includes avoiding climbing 

over fences, tapping or knocking on windows or doors, entering gardens without permission and picking flowers or plants. 

Children should also be mindful of noise levels, particularly during the early morning and evening hours. 
 

Parents can play an important role by discussing good neighbourly behaviour with their children and encouraging them to 

treat others' homes and gardens with the same care and respect they would expect for their own. Simple acts of courtesy 

help foster positive relationships within our community and ensure that everyone can enjoy their homes in peace and com-

fort. By working together, we can create a safe, respectful, and friendly environment for residents of all ages. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation and for helping to make our neighbourhood a wonderful place to live. 
 

Have a great weekend! 
 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    

Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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Key Dates for the Summer Term  

Tuesday 9th June    -  Y3 Hatfield Forest Visit 

Wednesday 10th June    -  Class Photos 

Thursday 11th June    -   Dolce World Cup special menu 

15th June—19th June    -  Y6 Residential Visit 

Friday 19th June     -  Yr 1 Linton Zoo Visit 

Tuesday 23rd June    -  KS2 Athletics Competition 

Wednesday 24th June    -  KS2 Panathlon Team Final 

Thursday 25th June    -  Y6 Secondary School Visits at JFan and SWCHS 

Wednesday 1st July    -  Sports Day 

         Yrs 3 –6 (8.30am—11.45am) 

         Whole School Parent/Carer Picnic 12.00pm—12.45pm 

         R—Yr 2 (12.45—3.15pm) 

Saturday 4th July    -  FOSM Summer Fete 

Friday 10th July     -  FOSM KS2 Leavers Disco (5.00pm—6.30pm) 

Monday 13th July    -  Move Up Afternoon 

Monday 13th July    -  Meet the Teacher (Yrs 1 &2 3.15pm, Yr3 3.30pm) 

Tuesday 14th July    -  Yrs 5/6 Performance—6.00pm 

Tuesday 14th July    -  Meet the Teacher (Yrs 4&5 3.15pm, Yr6 3.30pm) 

Wednesday 15th July    -  Leavers Lunch 

Thursday 16th July    -  R26 Transition Morning 

         (Group A—9.30-10.25, Group B—10.30-11.25) 

Friday 17th July (20th July INSET Day) -  Leavers Service at St Mary’s Church (9.30am) 

       -  Last day of term—1.30pm finish 


