
St Mary’s Newsletter 
Spring Term – Friday 15th May 2026 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 

 

Gardening Club: 

It was another fantastic gardening club session on Monday, and we were really pleased that so many chil-
dren returned and great to see some new faces. We had some brilliant, enthusiastic and unprompted com-
ments 'I love gardening club', 'I love digging and planting', 'I do some gardening at home, so this is fun' and 'I 
am the compost chief'! 
 

It was lovely to see Bea take ownership of the garden plan, keeping us organised and that the year 6 girls were a 
great watering team as well as supporting the younger children. We had some fantastic weeding efforts and I 

think the photos show the joy and sense of achievement that the children had. It is great 
to see the positive impact the children made in the garden today.  
 

They weeded all the beds struggling with bind weed, topped 
up the beds with compost (we will bring some more next 
time) and planted some carrots and beetroot as well as mak-
ing sure the salads, sunflowers and cosmos planted at the 
last session were well watered.  We are really looking for-

ward to the next session and can't wait to see the progress of everything in the beds. 
 

Inclusion Coffee Morning: 

Last week we held a coffee morning which was a great opportunity for parents and carers to share knowledge 

and offer support. We will hold another next term and welcome anyone who would benefit from connecting 

with other parents who experience similar challenges - a date will be sent out shortly. In addition, below are a 

couple of events held in Saffron Walden that might be of interest. The sessions have a SEND focus, are free 

and available to all.  
 

Saffron Walden Library—14 July, 10:30am – 1:00pm 

Parent coffee meet-up at Zafferano Lounge 10:30am – 12:30pm Every third Thursday of the month Next meet-up: 21st May 

 

Stars of the Week 

Gray—for excellent effort and progress in writing tasks 

Sabrina—for speaking confidently to adults around the school 

Daneen—for effort and enthusiasm playing football in PE this week 

Elijah—for strong will to always persevere and keep trying 

Kiara— for working so hard in her morning work 

Maddison—for working so hard in Art 

Huxley—for inquisitive mind and being a kind and supportive friend 

Kaan—for effort with writing this week and fantastic time telling skills 

Esther—for consistently showing all of our school values 

Fred—for excellent effort and improvement in English 

Jasper—for effort in our debate lesson—producing a great argument 

Tom—for a well written and presented argument in our debate lesson 

Georgia—for perseverance during SATs 

Year 6 students—for approaching their SATs with a fantastic attitude 

Compassion     Friendship     Perseverance 

Respect      Trust      Truthfulness  

Attendance Weekly  96.4%

Attendance Year 96.1% 
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http://www.stmaryssw.org.uk/


 

House triumphs!  

These are the results for this week: in 1st place with 113 points was Water House; in 2nd place with 86 points was Air 

House; in 3rd place with 76 points was Fire House and in 4th place with 67 points was Earth House. Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    

Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 

1st place  

(113 points) 

4th place  

(67 points) 

3rd place 

(76 points) 

2nd place  

(86 points) 

Free May Half-Term Clubs with Essex ActivAte – Live to Book 
 
May half term clubs with Essex ActivAte are live to book across Essex, with loads of 
free activity spaces available for school-aged children and young people. 
 
Families can choose from local clubs, offering a fantastic mix of fun activities, move-
ment opportunities, and a free, nutritious meal each day.  
 
The programme also provides reliable and supportive holiday childcare, helping families maintain routines, balance 
work, and support children’s wellbeing throughout the school break. No voucher or referral is needed, and you 
access booking via the Active Essex website 
 
https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/ 

Sick of lost jumpers never making their way home?! 

If you're looking to order name labels for your child’s school uniform, please consider 
using My Nametags! 

Not only are they brilliant quality, but St Mary’s receives 24% of your order value back. 
What an easy way to help raise money for the children while sorting your uniform labels at the same time! 

Lost property is a HUGE issue at St Mary’s, with so many lovely branded jumpers and cardigans unable to find their 
owners because they aren’t labelled.  

We also have a uniform sale coming soon so keep an eye out for some fantastic discounted uniform… and don’t 
forget to grab some labels to go with it! 

Order here:  https://www.mynametags.com/affiliate?id=32234 

Summertime Fiesta Special Menu Thursday 21st May 
 
We will be celebrating our Census Day with a Summertime Fiesta themed lunch menu for all children. 

Our catering team will be serving a fun and exciting menu designed to encourage as many children as possible 
to enjoy a school meal on the day. Every meal taken on Census Day helps to secure valuable funding for the 
school, which supports resources and opportunities for all pupils.  If your child would normally bring a packed 

lunch, we would encourage them to try the special school meal on this day.  Please make your order via School Grid. 

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/half-term-programmes/
https://www.mynametags.com/affiliate?id=32234






















 

 
 

 

 

Key Dates for the Summer Term  

18th May      -   Y6 Residential meeting parents/carers 5.00pm 

19th May      -  Music Concert 5pm 

Wednesday 20th May    -  Yr2 Bridge End Gardens Visit 

Thursday 21st May    -  FOSM Gladiator Steel Visit 

Thursday 21st May     -   Dolce census summer time fiesta menu 

Friday 22nd May     -  FOSM Bend the Rules Day 

Tuesday 2nd June    -  Yr 6 English Bridging Session with SWCHS (AM) 

       -  Yr 6 JFan Bridging Session (PM) 

Wednesday 3rd June    -  R26 Parent Information Meeting (9.30am School Hall) 

Thursday 4th June    -  EYFS, KS1 and Yr 3 Multi sports afternoon 

Tuesday 9th June    -  Y3 Hatfield Forest Visit 

Wednesday 10th June    -  Class Photos 

Thursday 11th June    -   Dolce World Cup special menu 

15th June—19th June    -  Y6 Residential Visit 

Friday 19th June     -  Yr 1 Linton Zoo Visit 

Tuesday 23rd June    -  KS2 Athletics Competition 

Wednesday 24th June    -  KS2 Panathlon Team Final 

Thursday 25th June    -  Y6 Secondary School Visits at JFan and SWCHS 

Wednesday 1st July    -  Sports Day 

         Yrs 3 –6 (8.30am—11.45am) 

         Whole School Parent/Carer Picnic 12.00pm—12.45pm 

         R—Yr 2 (12.45—3.15pm) 

Saturday 4th July    -  FOSM Summer Fete 

Friday 10th July     -  FOSM KS2 Leavers Disco (5.00pm—6.30pm) 

Monday 13th July    -  Move Up Afternoon 

Monday 13th July    -  Meet the Teacher (Yrs 1 &2 3.15pm, Yr3 3.30pm) 

Tuesday 14th July    -  Yrs 5/6 Performance—6.00pm 

Tuesday 14th July    -  Meet the Teacher (Yrs 4&5 3.15pm, Yr6 3.30pm) 

Wednesday 15th July    -  Leavers Lunch 

Thursday 16th July    -  R26 Transition Morning 

         (Group A—9.30-10.25, Group B—10.30-11.25) 

Friday 17th July (20th July INSET Day) -  Leavers Service at St Mary’s Church (9.30am) 

       -  Last day of term—1.30pm finish 


