
St Mary’s NewsleƩer 
Spring Term – Friday 25th September 2026 
Telephone 01799 523384 
Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 
Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

Leadership and Responsibility at St Mary’s 
On Tuesday, we held a special assembly focusing on leadership and responsibility and what it 
really means to be a leader. We explored the idea that leadership is not simply about being “in 
charge” or having a Ɵtle, but about serving others, seƫng a posiƟve example and making a 
contribuƟon to our school community. 

We talked about how effecƟve leaders can be quiet, thoughƞul, kind and dependable, and 
that trust is built through our acƟons and the way we treat others. We also explored the many 
opportuniƟes for pupils to take on leadership responsibiliƟes at St Mary’s, helping children to 
develop important skills such as listening, communicaƟng, making decisions and taking re-
sponsibility. 

The assembly linked closely to our school values of Compassion, Friendship and Respect. We 
discussed how leadership can be demonstrated through everyday acƟons — helping someone, 
listening carefully, showing kindness, following rules, admiƫng when something has gone 
wrong and having the confidence to ask for help. 

Our key message was that you do not need an official leadership Ɵtle to be a leader. Every 
child has opportuniƟes to show leadership through the choices they make and the way they 
support others. We challenged pupils this week to look for examples of leadership in them-
selves and their friends and to think about one posiƟve acƟon they could take. 

Throughout the CollecƟve Worships this week I have been presenƟng badges to a number of 
pupils who have been selected to help lead and organise some important areas of the school. 
These have included: Worship Council, School Council, Librarians, Hall Monitors, 
Sports Ambassadors and House Captains. Over the next two weeks we will be       
presenƟng badges to: our Playleaders, Computer Monitors and Eco Ambassa-
dors. 
We are very proud of all the children who take on leadership responsibiliƟes at 
St Mary’s and of the many pupils who demonstrate leadership every day 
through their acƟons, aƫtudes and care for others. 
 

A Our Shining St Mary’s Stars of the Week! 

A big well done to all of these amazing pupils who have been  chosen by different members of staff for displaying our key 
values since the start of this term. 
Loƫe—for excellent independent work and perseverance in Maths 
Charlie—for always showing effort in all subjects 
Sophie—for being kind and thought friend 
Nfemi—for working hard on her maths 
Hilai—for being polit, respecƞul and puƫng 100% effort into her work 
Lavinia—for her hard work with Maths 
Andreya—for fantasƟc use of inverted commas in English 
Millie—for great focus and effort to recall maths skills 
Lili—for fantasƟc engagement and involvement in class discussions 
Ruby—for showing good acƟve listening 
Maddison—for showing great independence and resililence 
Heida—for her effort in handwriƟng 
Harry—for his incredible vocabulary in RE 
Jaxon—for seƩling into St Mary’s so well and already being a behaviour model 

Compassion     Friendship     Perseverance 

Respect      Trust      Truthfulness  

AƩendance Weekly 94.4 %
AƩendance Year  96.7% 



House triumphs!  
These are the results for this week: in join 1st place with 50 points were Air and Earth Houses; in 2nd place with 47 points 
was Fire House and in 3rd place with 46 points was Water House.  Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Harvest FesƟval food donaƟons 2026: from St Mary’s Worship Council 

St Mary’s Worship Council have decide to organise a collecƟon for Essex Food Bank this year; 
we believe this is a very important charity, as it helps people and families in our local  com-
munity and the wider area of Essex, and supporƟng it reflects our ChrisƟan ethos of kind-
ness, compassion and caring for others. 

Although all donaƟons will be gratefully received, some foods and essenƟal items are in 
greater demand than others. If you are able to donate, it would be wonderful if you could 
include one or more of the specific items listed on the poster on page 3 of this newsleƩer.  
Please bring your donaƟons to the classroom or school office and the last day for donaƟons is Monday 5th October. 
Thank you for your kindness and support. 
 

Saffron Walden Library Visits: from Mr Brown, English Lead 
At the start of this term, we have been working closely with Saffron Walden Library to help promote the 
importance and enjoyment of reading across our school. 

As part of this partnership, each class will have the opportunity to visit the library at some point between 
now and Christmas. This will be an excellent experience for them to explore the library, learn how the 
library system works, and understand how they can access a wide range of books and resources within 
their local community. 

We would like to thank the staff at Saffron Walden Library for their support and for helping us to encour-
age our children to develop a lifelong love of reading. 

Have a great weekend. 
 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    
Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
 
Phonics and Independence Workshop for Parents and Carers 
We would love to invite you to our Phonics & Independence Workshop, Tuesday 29th September in the school hall, 9–10am and     
6–7pm, designed to give you a liƩle more insight into how we support your children as they begin their journey into reading and 
school life. 
The session will cover: 
· The basics of phonics and how it is taught using the LiƩle Wandle scheme. 
· How we approach early reading in school and how you can support your child at home. 
· Some simple, pracƟcal Ɵps for gently encouraging independence as your child starts school — from geƫng dressed and  
        organising belongings to building confidence in doing things for themselves. 
· An opportunity to ask quesƟons and find out more about how we work together to support your child. 
The workshop is primarily aimed at parents and carers of RecepƟon children, but parents and carers of children in Key Stage 1    
are very welcome too. 
We hope you can join us for what we hope will be an informaƟve and useful session. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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FOSM—Easy Fundraising and Parent LoƩery 
 
Here Are Two Easy Ways to Support Friends of St Mary’s! 
 
Friends of St Mary’s is always looking for new ways to raise funds to support our school and help 
provide addiƟonal opportuniƟes, resources and experiences for our children. 
 
We’re delighted to share that we have now signed up to easyfundraising and The Parents LoƩery - 
two simple ways for parents, carers, family members and friends to support Friends of St Mary’s 
throughout the year. 
 
Support Us While You Shop with easyfundraising 
 
Did you know that your everyday online shopping could help raise money for Friends of St Mary’s - without cosƟng you any-
thing extra? 
 
easyfundraising works with thousands of online retailers. Once you’ve signed up and selected Friends of St Mary’s Primary 
School PTA as your chosen cause, simply start your online shopping through easyfundraising using their website, app or       
DonaƟon Reminder. 
 
When you make an eligible purchase, the retailer makes a donaƟon to Friends of St Mary’s at no addiƟonal cost to you. 
 
So whether you’re shopping for clothes, booking a holiday, buying giŌs or making other everyday online purchases, those small 
donaƟons can add up and make a real difference to our fundraising. 
 
It’s free to join, free to use and an easy way to support our school while shopping online. 
 
Sign up and support Friends of St Mary’s here: 
hƩps://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friends-of-st-marys-primary-school-pta 
 
Please feel free to share the link with grandparents, relaƟves and friends too - the more supporters 
we have, the more we can potenƟally raise! 
 
Join The Parents LoƩery 
 
Friends of St Mary’s has also joined The Parents LoƩery, giving our school community another way to support our fundraising - 
with the added excitement of the chance to win a prize! 
 
The Parents LoƩery is a weekly loƩery specifically designed to help schools and PTAs generate ongoing fundraising income. 
 
Supporters can take part from £1 per week, with the chance to win up to £25,000, while helping raise funds for Friends of St 
Mary’s at the same Ɵme. 
 
You don’t have to be a current parent to take part, so grandparents, relaƟves, friends, former families and other members of 
our wider community can support us too. 
 
Join The Parents LoƩery and support Friends of St Mary’s here: hƩps://
www.theparentsloƩery.org/school/the-friends-of-st-marys-school-parent-teacher-
associaƟon1753292609 
 
Please remember that The Parents LoƩery is a form of gambling and parƟcipaƟon is for eligible 
adults only. Please play         responsibly. 
 
Every LiƩle Bit of Support Makes a Difference 
 
Fundraising plays an important part in helping Friends of St Mary’s support our school and our children. Whether you choose to 
use easyfundraising when doing your normal online shopping, take part in The Parents LoƩery, or simply share these links with 
family and friends, every bit of support helps. 
 
Thank you, as always, for supporƟng Friends of St Mary’s and helping us conƟnue to raise funds for our school community. 
 
Friends of St Mary's 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Key Dates for the Autumn/Winter Term  

Autumn 2026 Term 

Thursday 24th September  - Years 3 and 4 Football tournament 
      - Years 5 and 6 Football tournament 
Tuesday 29th September   - 9.00am and 6.00pm LiƩle Wandle Phonics and  
       Independence Workshop  
Wednesday 30th September - Choral event Year 4 pupils St Mary’s Church 12.30pm – 4.30pm  
Thursday 1st October   - Census Day—special school lunch 
Friday 2nd October   - SEND Coffee morning 9.00-9.30 (TBC) 
Monday 5th October   - Harvest FesƟval 9.30am St Mary’s Church 
Monday 12th October   - Individual Photographs 
Thursday 15th October  - Yr 1 and 2—Aurora Orchestra at Saffron Hall 
Friday 23rd October   - Light Day (pupils & staff wear colourful clothes) 
Friday 23rd October   - Last day of Autumn Half Term 
Mon 26th—Fri 30th October  - Half Term Holiday 
Monday 31st October   - Year 7 Secondary School ApplicaƟon close 
Monday 2nd November  - INSET Day—Staff Training  
Tuesday 3rd November  -  Pupils return at 8.30am 
Wednesday 4th November  - Flu ImmunisaƟon Team visiƟng School 
Tuesday 10th November  - Parent/Carer ConsultaƟons 
Thursday 12th November  - Parent/Carer ConsultaƟons 
Monday 16th November  - R27 Open Morning for Parents and Carers 
Tuesday 24th November  - R27 Open Morning for Parents and Carers 
 


