
St Mary’s Newsletter 
Spring Term – Friday 4th September 2026 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 

 

Welcome Back to St Mary’s!  
A very warm welcome back to all of our children and families after what we hope has been a 
wonderful and relaxing summer break. It has been lovely to see the children returning through 
our gates, full of smiles, excitement and stories to share. We are especially delighted to        
welcome our new children and families to the St Mary’s community. The new school year is a 
time for fresh starts, new friendships, exciting learning and lots of opportunities to grow and 
shine. We are looking forward to another fantastic year together, filled with laughter,          
kindness, curiosity and the wonderful St Mary’s spirit. Let’s make it a year to remember!  

 

Along with this week’s newsletter—please find attached our Communication Policy.  Please 
give this a good read through! 

 

Mobile Free Zone 

As part of our Saffron Walden schools’ commitment to pupil wellbeing, we will be moving to a smartphone free          
approach for all of our primary pupils. This is a phased change culminating in a full ban on smartphones in primary 
school from September 2027. We know many children already own devices, so we are providing plenty of notice and 
clear, practical guidance. 

 

At St Mary’s Church of England Primary School, our priority is children’s safety, learning and 
friendships. We recognise that some families need a way to contact children who travel     
independently; if so, please choose a basic call/text phone which will need to be switched off 
and stored in the school office during the day. 

 

Why this change? 
• Evidence continues to link early smartphone use with poorer mental health, disrupted sleep 
and attention, exposure to harmful content and cyberbullying, and reduced time for play and in person social   

interaction. 
• We encourage families to delay social media until legal ages and to monitor use of other data enabled devices at 
home. 
 
What’s the timeline? 
• Now to August 2027: Only current Year 5–6 pupils who travel independently may bring a phone; it must be switched 
off and stored during the day in a box in the school office. We strongly recommend a basic call/text handset instead of a 
smartphone.  Our current Year 5 pupils may only have a non-smartphone if it is needed for independent travel. 
• From September 2027: No smartphones are permitted for any primary pupil on site or at school activities. If a phone is 
essential for travel, it must be a non smart (call/text only) device. 
 
How will school manage phones during the day? 
• On arrival, phones are switched off and placed in a class phone box stored in the office, and  collected at the end of 
the day. 
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Additional support 
• For non smart alternatives, many retailers offer affordable models (e.g., simple ‘brick’ phones).  Local ‘Smartphone 
Free Childhood’ sessions will share tips and answer questions. 
 
Thank you for partnering with us to safeguard children and help them thrive at school. If you have questions or need 
to discuss reasonable adjustments for medical or accessibility reasons, please contact the school office.  
 

Please read through the attached Mobile Phone Policy which has been sent along with this newsletter (and is also 
available on our school website).  If you have any questions regarding this policy please speak to a member of SLT. 

 

We kindly remind parents, carers and visitors that, for safeguarding reasons, mobile phones must not be used while 
on school premises. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  

 

Term Dates 

Please check out this year’s terms dates including the inset days which is on page 4 of this newsletter and on the    
website https://www.stmaryssw.org.uk/school-opening-hours-term-dates. 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend and see you on Monday 7th September 2026. 

 

Warm regards. 

 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    

Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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Key Dates for the Autumn Term  

 

Autumn 2026 Term 

Tuesday 1st September   -  INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd September   -  INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd September   -  First day back for Pupils 

       -  R26 Group A—Stay and Play (9.30—10.30) 

       -  R26 Group B—Stay and Play (11.00—12.00) 

       -  Year 1 and Year 2 Meet the Teacher (3.15pm) 

       -  Year 3 Meet the Teacher (3.30pm) 

Friday 4th September    -  Year 4 and Year 5 Meet the Teacher (3.15pm) 

       -  Year 6 Meet the Teacher (3.30pm) 

Monday 14th September   -  Reception—First Full Day (8.30am—3.15pm) 

Thursday 10th September   -  Year 1—First Forest School 

Thursday 17th September   -  Reception—First Forest School 

 


