
St Mary’s Newsletter 
Spring Term – Friday 17th July 2026 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

A Thank You to Our St Mary's Community 

As we come to the end of another wonderful school year, I would like to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you to 

everyone who has helped make St Mary's such a happy, caring and successful school. To our incredible pupils, thank you 

for your enthusiasm, curiosity and determination. You fill our school with energy, laughter and a love of learning, and 

we are immensely proud of everything you have achieved—not only academically, but through the kindness, resilience 

and respect you show every day. To our dedicated staff, thank you for your commitment, care and hard work. Your pas-

sion and professionalism inspire our children to be the very best they can be, and I am truly grateful for everything you 

do. To our parents and carers, thank you for your continued support and trust. Working in partnership enables our chil-

dren to thrive, and we greatly value the encouragement you give both at home and in school. 

Thank you also to our governors for their guidance and commitment, and to our wider school community—including our 

wonderful FOSM team, volunteers, parish and local organisations—for the generosity, time and support you give 

throughout the year. 
 

As another successful year comes to a close, we have so much to celebrate and be thankful for. I hope the summer holi-

days bring you time to rest, enjoy precious moments with family and friends, and create many happy memories. 

Thank you for your continued support of St Mary's. We look forward to welcoming you all back in September. Until then, 

have a safe, restful and happy summer. 
 
 

Thank You to Our Chair of Governors 
As we come to the end of another successful school year, I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to John Westnedge for his outstanding service to St Mary's. John has been a dedicated 
governor for the past eight years, including the last four years as Chair of Governors. Throughout 
his time with us, he has provided exceptional leadership, unwavering support and a genuine 
commitment to ensuring the very best for our pupils, staff and wider school community. As 
Chair, John has been approachable, thoughtful and highly organised, offering wise guidance and 
calm leadership through both the opportunities and challenges that every school experiences. 
His encouragement and expertise have been invaluable, and his dedication has helped St Mary's continue to grow and 
flourish. The strength of any successful school relies on the support and challenge provided by its governing body, and 
John has led ours with integrity, professionalism and kindness. His commitment to the school has made a lasting differ-
ence, and his contribution will be remembered with great appreciation. 
 

On behalf of everyone at St Mary's, we would like to thank John for his eight years of dedicated service and wish him 
every happiness and success for the future. It has been a privilege to work alongside him, and he leaves with our 
heartfelt gratitude for all he has done for our school community. 
 

Thank You and Farewell to Our Leaving Staff 
As we come to the end of another successful school year, we also say farewell to a number of 
valued members of staff who are leaving St Mary's to begin exciting new chapters in their ca-
reers. Miss Humphreys, Miss Sykes, Mrs Bonomo-Jackson, Ms Pariskova and Miss Dangerfield 
leave us for new career opportunities, some of these members of staff are beginning on the very first stages of their 
own teaching careers—how exciting!  

Each of them has made a unique and lasting contribution to our school community. Through their dedication, profes-
sionalism and genuine care for our children, they have helped shape the lives of so many pupils and supported our 
school in countless ways. Their commitment, enthusiasm and kindness have been greatly appreciated by colleagues, 
children and families alike.  
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While we are naturally sad to see them leave, we are also incredibly proud as they embark on new opportunities and 
challenges. We thank them for everything they have given to St Mary's and for the positive impact they have made dur-
ing their time with us. 

On behalf of everyone at St Mary's, we wish each of our leaving staff every happiness and success in the future. We 
hope they look back on their time here with great fondness and know that they will always remain part of the St Mary's 
family. Thank you for everything you have done for our school. You will be greatly missed, and we wish you all the very 
best for the future. 

Polite reminder—School dinner account 
Please could you check your child's school dinner account and clear any outstanding balance as soon 
as possible on School Grid.  If the balance remains unpaid, the school will need to cover the cost of 
the meals provided, which places additional pressure on the school budget.  
If you believe you have already made a payment or have any questions about your account, please contact the school office  
 
Find a Golden Ticket in our Wonderlicious Bars!  
This year, we're celebrating Roald Dahl's Birthday on Monday 14th September in a truly wonderlicious 
way! Better still, 2026 is the National Year of Reading, making it the perfect opportunity to inspire chil-
dren to discover the magic of books while having a little fun along the way. 
 

Friends of St Mary's are offering our delicious Wonderlicious Bars, each priced at £2.50. 
 

Hidden inside selected bars will be Golden Tickets, with fantastic prizes to be won, including: 

• A class non-uniform day 

•  A mini picnic with a favourite teacher 

• Exciting gifts 

• Vouchers 
And plenty more magical surprises! 
Pre-order your Wonderlicious Bars now via our Zeffy shop: https://www.zeffy.com/
en-GB/ticketing/the-friends-of-st-marys-parent-teacher-associations-shop? or scan 
the QR code. Bars will be given out on the 14th September.  
 
Every bar purchased helps Friends of St Mary's continue making a difference for our children. All proceeds from this fundraiser will 
go towards improving our school playground, helping us create an even more exciting, inclusive and enjoyable outdoor space for 
every child. 
 

Thank you, as always, for your incredible support. Good luck... we hope you find a Golden 
Ticket! 
 
Young Voices  
We have an exciting opportunity to attend the Young Voices concert at the O2 arena in 
January next year. This will be open to all KS2 children that sign up to choir from September. Children will need to attend choir 
weekly (Tuesday lunchtimes) in order to come on the trip as there is lots to learn!  Please note that places are limited and will be 
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 

Parents of current Year 4 children - please note that the date will not clash with the Year 5 residential. 
 

We have not attended this event before so I do not have all the details as yet but I do know that it involves a late night so you may 
want to consider this when signing your child up. At the moment, we are limited to 30 places - if we have more interest than this, I 
will look into whether or not we can take more children - we will be travelling by coach. There is also an opportunity for parents to 
buy tickets and come to the event as well as official merchandise to buy for the children. Again, I will send all this information out 
once I know who has signed up. More information can be found here: 
https://youngvoices.co.uk/ 
 

For those parents that have had children in choir before, please note that, due to this concert, we will not be doing the Spirit of 
Christmas event this year. I apologise for this but there is just not enough time to give both events the attention. We will still per-
form at the school Christmas service. 
Please do pop to Year 3 if you have any questions or send an email via the office.     Many thanks—Mrs Potter 
 

Have a great summer and I look forwards to welcoming you all back to St Mary’s on Thursday 3rd September at 8.30am 
 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    

Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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Sponsored Summer Read Challenge! 

As 2026 is the National Year of Reading, we're inviting all of our children to take part in our Sponsored 
Summer Read Challenge this summer! 

Whether it's books, comics, magazines, newspapers or even audiobooks, every page turned is another step 
towards helping Friends of St Mary's raise money for future projects and opportunities for our school. It's 
the perfect opportunity to discover new stories, keep those reading skills sharp over the holidays and have 
lots of fun along the way! 

Children are encouraged to ask family and friends to sponsor them, then see just how many books and other reading materials 
they can enjoy over the summer holidays. 

What's up for grabs? 

- The class that reads the most will win an exciting Movie & Snacks Afternoon! 

- The top reader in the winning class will get to choose the movie (from a selection) and 
the snacks! 

Reading has never been so rewarding, so let's make the most of the National Year of 
Reading and see if we can make this our biggest summer reading challenge yet! 

Copies of the sponsorship form will be sent home with all children before the end of term 
but we attach it if you're able to print. If you need any extra copies, please don't hesitate 
to get in touch. 

Completed sponsorship forms and any money raised should be returned to school by Fri-
day 11th September 2026. 

Happy reading, and good luck! 

KS2 (Years 3-6) Free School Meals – Important Update for September 2026 
 
From September 2026, the Government is expanding eligibility for Free School Meals 
(FSM). From the start of the new academic year, all parents and carers receiving Univer-
sal Credit will be eligible to apply, regardless of their household income. 
 

If your child will be in Year 3 or above from September 2026, they may be eligible for 
Free School Meals if you receive one of the following benefits: 

• Universal Credit (please note: for applications made before the end of the Summer Term 2026, there is still a house-
hold income threshold of £7,400 or less. From September 2026, this income threshold will no longer apply.) 

• Pension Guarantee Credit 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 

 Even if you have previously been told that you were not eligible, we strongly encourage you to submit a new applica-
tion. Applications can be made now, and we would appreciate it if they could be completed before the end of the Sum-
mer Term. 
 

 Applying is quick and easy, taking around five minutes. You will need your National Insurance number to complete the 
application.  Please apply online via Essex County Council: https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals 
 If your child is currently receiving benefits-related Free School Meals, you will also need to submit a new application for 
the 2026–2027 academic year. The transitional protection arrangements have now ended, meaning all eligible families 
must have their entitlement reassessed. 
 

 As well as providing your child with a free, healthy meal every school day, a successful application helps the school re-
ceive additional government funding through the Pupil Premium.  
This funding enables us to provide extra educational support, resources and enrichment opportunities that benefit eligi-
ble pupils. 
 

If you think you may be eligible, we encourage you to apply as soon as possible. If you have any questions or need help 
completing your application, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals
















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for the Summer Term  

 

 

Monday 13th July    -  Move Up Afternoon 

Tuesday 14th July    -  Yrs 5/6 Performance—6.00pm 

Wednesday 15th July    -  Year 3 End of Year Celebrations 

Wednesday 15th July    -  Leavers Lunch—Dolce Special Menu 

Thursday 16th July    -  R26 Transition Morning 

         (Group A—9.30-10.25, Group B—10.30-11.25) 

Friday 17th July (20th July INSET Day) -  Leavers Service at St Mary’s Church (9.30am) 

       -  Last day of term—1.30pm finish 

Autumn 2026 Term 

Tuesday 1st September   -  INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd September   -  INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd September   -  First day back for Pupils 

       -  R26 Group A—Stay and Play (9.30—10.30) 

       -  R26 Group B—Stay and Play (11.00—12.00) 

       -  Year 1 and Year 2 Meet the Teacher (3.15pm) 

       -  Year 3 Meet the Teacher (3.30pm) 

Friday 4th September    -  Year 4 and Year 5 Meet the Teacher (3.15pm) 

       -  Year 6 Meet the Teacher (3.30pm) 

Monday 14th September   -  Reception—First Full Day (8.30am—3.15pm) 

Thursday 10th September   -  Year 1—First Forest School 

Thursday 17th September   -  Reception—First Forest School 

 


