
St Mary’s Newsletter 
Spring Term – Friday 10th July 2026 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 
 

A Message from the Chair of Governors—To the Whole School Community 
As we come to the end of another academic year I want to thank you all for 
continuing to support our wonderful school. I deliberately addressed this to 
the Whole School Community as you all play such an important role in mak-
ing the school what it is. A place where children are safe and supported and 
in an environment where they can learn and realise their full potential. Their 
behaviour and academic achievement  continue to make me so proud to be 
associated with the school. So, thank you all. 
 

I have been a school governor for 8 years including the last 4 and a bit years 
as Chair of Governors.  I feel it’s now time to step down from the role and so 
will be retiring as a Governor on 15 July 2026. I am very confident that I leave behind an excellent Board of Governors 
who will continue to oversee and support the school’s development and prosperity. The school had a good Ofsted Re-
port, is financially stable, provides first class provision for children with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and has full 
classrooms. It’s a great school and one you should be proud to be part of. 
 

So it is with some regret that I am retiring but the time has come for colleagues with fresh ideas and energy to take the 
reins. I wish them, and all in the school community, well. 
 

Will Coldwell, who is the current Vice Chair, will be Acting Chair until an election for the new chair and vice chair takes 
place early in the new academic year. 
 

Thanks again for all your support. 
 

Best Wishes and God Bless. 
John Westnedge—Chair of Governors 
 
Forest School update—by Mrs McInnes  

Another great day today at Forest School this week, before it got too hot - we watered 
the plants in the Eco Garden which are doing really well despite the heat. The children 
were so thrilled to discover some delicious looking courgettes and beans! We took them 
to the kitchen and had a great chat with the chefs who told us they would make some cour-
gette cake. The children can't wait to eat this, some of them have never had cake like this 
before with healthy veg inside.  

Brilliant to see so much learning going on and so many connections being made between 
growing plants and the food we eat. They showed great listening and respect and worked 
so well as a team, helping me to find the juiciest courgettes with their beady eyes!  
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Friends of St Mary's - Thank You ! 
As we reach the end of another fantastic school year, I wanted to take a moment, on behalf of Friends of St 
Mary's, to simply say thank you. 
 
When I look back at everything we've achieved together this year, I feel incredibly proud. Together, we have 
raised an amazing £9,868 for our wonderful school. That's an incredible achievement, and every single penny 
has come from the kindness, generosity and support of our amazing school community. 
 
Friends of St Mary's has grown from strength to strength this year, and that is entirely because of the people around us. To our 
sponsors, donors, volunteers, staff and every parent and carer who has supported us by attending events, buying raffle tickets, 
donating prizes, volunteering their time or simply cheering us on - thank you. You have all played a part. 
 
I couldn't write this without giving a very special mention to Francesca and Mel. They are quite simply amazing and always "on 
it!" No matter what the challenge, they are there with ideas, encouragement, hard work and plenty of laughter. I'm incredibly 
lucky to have them by my side. The three of us, along with our fantastic volunteers, all share one 
simple goal - to create lasting memories and wonderful experiences for the children of St Mary's. We 
genuinely hope that every event has brought smiles, laughter and happy memories for your families 
too. 
 
Our volunteers are nothing short of incredible. They give up evenings, weekends and family time, 
often working quietly behind the scenes so that our events run smoothly. Many even dip into their 
own pockets to help make things extra special. Their kindness, dedication and generosity never go 
unnoticed, and I am endlessly grateful for everything they do. 
 
One of the things that means the most to us is creating a real sense of community. We want Friends 
of St Mary's to be about so much more than fundraising. We want families to come together, make 
friends, enjoy themselves and create memories that our children will remember long after they've 
left primary school. 
 
To all the staff at St Mary's - thank you. Time and time again you've stepped forward to volunteer, 
support us and help make every event possible. Whether you've been soaked at the fete, danced at 
the discos or simply helped us behind the scenes, we couldn't do it without you. 
 
This year, we've seen one of our biggest achievements become a reality - the children's toilet refur-
bishments. Seeing those beautiful, modern facilities and knowing that our children now have some-
where they can feel comfortable and proud of makes every planning meeting, every late night and 
every event worthwhile. It's a reminder that, when a community comes together, amazing things 
really do happen. 
 
To every parent and carer who has supported us throughout the year, I hope you know just how 
much of a difference you've made. Every pound spent and every hour given has helped improve the 
school experience for every child at St Mary's. 
 
We're so proud of what we've achieved together, but we're already looking ahead! We have some 
exciting plans for the next academic year as we begin fundraising for improvements to our play-
ground. We can't wait to continue building on everything we've started and making St Mary's an 
even more wonderful place for our children. 
 
From the bottom of my heart, thank you for believing in Friends of St Mary's, for supporting us and 
for making this such a special year. 
 
Have a wonderful summer, and we'll see you in September for another exciting year! 
 
Jess - Chairman  
 



Smartphone Free Childhood: Explorer Passport - brand new! 
This summer, give your child something more valuable than entertainment: the chance to dis-
cover what they’re capable of 
The Smartphone Free Childhood IRL Explorer Passport is a free, printable passport packed 
with simple, screen-free adventures for children aged 7–11. Designed to be completed mostly 
independently, it encourages children to explore, create, solve problems and try new things – 
helping them build confidence while discovering what they enjoy, what they’re good at, and just how capable they really are. 
You can find further information and a link to download and print it here: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/
help-your-child-build-confidence-this-summer-with-the-irl-explorer-passport 
 
The Amazing Generation, by Jonathan Haidt 
A fantastic read aimed at 9-12 year olds to help them understand how tech affects their brains and lives: the book offers a posi-
tive, uplifting guide for families to read together or for children to enjoy independently: https://
www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/the-amazing-generation-by-jonathan-haidt 
 
Social media ban for under-16s 
As you're probably aware, the UK Government has announced it will ban social media platforms from providing their services to 
under-16s. Here are Smartphone Free Childhood's answers to the most common questions parents have been asking: https://
www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/uk-social-media-under-16-faq 
 
Alternatives to smartphones 
Smartphone Free Childhood have put together this guide to the best child-friendly 'non-smart' phone options out there: simple 
phones, follow-on phones for older kids, GPS trackers, data-free SIMs, and more: https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
alternatives 
 
 

With just one week to go of term—I hope you all have a lovely weekend and enjoy the warm, Summer weather. 

Don’t forget that we break up on Friday 17th July at 1.30pm. 

 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    

Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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Sponsored Summer Read Challenge! 

As 2026 is the National Year of Reading, we're inviting all of our children to take part in our Sponsored 
Summer Read Challenge this summer! 

Whether it's books, comics, magazines, newspapers or even audiobooks, every page turned is another step 
towards helping Friends of St Mary's raise money for future projects and opportunities for our school. It's 
the perfect opportunity to discover new stories, keep those reading skills sharp over the holidays and have 
lots of fun along the way! 

Children are encouraged to ask family and friends to sponsor them, then see just how many books and other reading materials 
they can enjoy over the summer holidays. 

What's up for grabs? 

- The class that reads the most will win an exciting Movie & Snacks Afternoon! 

- The top reader in the winning class will get to choose the movie (from a selection) and 
the snacks! 

Reading has never been so rewarding, so let's make the most of the National Year of 
Reading and see if we can make this our biggest summer reading challenge yet! 

Copies of the sponsorship form will be sent home with all children before the end of term 
but we attach it if you're able to print. If you need any extra copies, please don't hesitate 
to get in touch. 

Completed sponsorship forms and any money raised should be returned to school by Fri-
day 11th September 2026. 

Happy reading, and good luck! 

KS2 (Years 3-6) Free School Meals – Important Update for September 2026 
 
From September 2026, the Government is expanding eligibility for Free School Meals 
(FSM). From the start of the new academic year, all parents and carers receiving Univer-
sal Credit will be eligible to apply, regardless of their household income. 
 

If your child will be in Year 3 or above from September 2026, they may be eligible for 
Free School Meals if you receive one of the following benefits: 

• Universal Credit (please note: for applications made before the end of the Summer Term 2026, there is still a house-
hold income threshold of £7,400 or less. From September 2026, this income threshold will no longer apply.) 

• Pension Guarantee Credit 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 

 Even if you have previously been told that you were not eligible, we strongly encourage you to submit a new applica-
tion. Applications can be made now, and we would appreciate it if they could be completed before the end of the Sum-
mer Term. 
 

 Applying is quick and easy, taking around five minutes. You will need your National Insurance number to complete the 
application.  Please apply online via Essex County Council: https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals 
 If your child is currently receiving benefits-related Free School Meals, you will also need to submit a new application for 
the 2026–2027 academic year. The transitional protection arrangements have now ended, meaning all eligible families 
must have their entitlement reassessed. 
 

 As well as providing your child with a free, healthy meal every school day, a successful application helps the school re-
ceive additional government funding through the Pupil Premium.  
This funding enables us to provide extra educational support, resources and enrichment opportunities that benefit eligi-
ble pupils. 
 

If you think you may be eligible, we encourage you to apply as soon as possible. If you have any questions or need help 
completing your application, please do not hesitate to contact the school office. 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/free-school-meals




















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for the Summer Term  

 

 

Friday 10th July      -   Reception Celebration Assembly  

Friday 10th July     -  FOSM KS2 Leavers Disco (5.00pm—6.30pm) 

Monday 13th July    -  Move Up Afternoon 

Tuesday 14th July    -  Yrs 5/6 Performance—6.00pm 

Wednesday 15th July    -  Year 3 End of Year Celebrations 

Wednesday 15th July    -  Leavers Lunch—Dolce Special Menu 

Thursday 16th July    -  R26 Transition Morning 

         (Group A—9.30-10.25, Group B—10.30-11.25) 

Friday 17th July (20th July INSET Day) -  Leavers Service at St Mary’s Church (9.30am) 

       -  Last day of term—1.30pm finish 

Autumn 2026 Term 

Tuesday 1st September   -  INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2nd September   -  INSET DAY 

Thursday 3rd September   -  First day back for Pupils 

       -  R26 Group A—Stay and Play (9.30—10.30) 

       -  R26 Group B—Stay and Play (11.00—12.00) 

       -  Year 1 and Year 2 Meet the Teacher (3.15pm) 

       -  Year 3 Meet the Teacher (3.30pm) 

Friday 4th September    -  Year 4 and Year 5 Meet the Teacher (3.15pm) 

       -  Year 6 Meet the Teacher (3.30pm) 

Monday 14th September   -  Reception—First Full Day (8.30am—3.15pm) 

Thursday 10th September   -  Year 1—First Forest School 

Thursday 17th September   -  Reception—First Forest School 

 


