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Subject:  DT Subject Leader: Sam Pike 

An EYFS Designer 

• I can describe what happens when media are combined, for example combining collage materials with paint  

• I can choose and name things like paper, material or ribbon that I want to use to make a picture.  

• I can use bricks and boxes to make the things I want. 

• I can choose the things I want in order to make something. If my ideas don’t work I can choose something else or change the way I do it.  

• I can use a variety of tools and materials for example scissors, masking tape, glue, hole punches and string to fix or join things. 

• I can safely choose and use the correct tools for a purpose for example a stapler to join paper 

• I can recall my previous learning, refine the ideas and improve my design 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.  

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 

A Year 1 Designer A Year 2 Designer A Year 3 Designer 

● I can understand what products are used for, 

how they work and materials used – look at toys, 

machines, games… 

● I can draw basic initial design ideas using 

prompts/modelled examples 

● I can choose my favourite design idea 

● I can choose appropriate resources and tools – 

identify and collect  

● I can verbally discuss what I like about my final 

piece. 

 

● I can look at different examples of a design 

● I can think of an idea and draw basic initial 

design ideas using examples 

● I can choose my favourite design idea and say 

why I have chosen it 

● I can make a simple plan before making 

● I can choose tools and materials and explain why 

I have chosen them (verbally) 

● I can build structures, exploring how they can 

be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 

● I can join materials and components in different 

ways 

● I can measure materials to use in a model or 

structure. 

● I can write something I like about my design 

and one thing I would improve 

● I can say what I like about my peer’s work. 

 

 

● I can research different designs and record my 

findings (images, print out, drawings) 

● I can think of an idea and draw basic initial 

design ideas using a set of criteria 

● I can create and follow a step by step plan  

● I can select the most appropriate tools and 

techniques for a given task and give reasons for 

my choices 

● I can develop my design by including some 

electrical or mechanical components i.e. lights, 

joint movements, wheels 

● I can accurately measure, make cuts and holes. 

● I can evaluate my final piece giving positives and 

areas to develop 

● I can say what I like about my peer’s work and 

why. 
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A Year 4 Designer A Year 5 Designer A Year 6 Designer 

● I can research my project in detail collecting 

evidence of my findings 

● I can start to generate detailed ideas, 

considering the purposes for which they are 

designing 

● I can label my drawings from different views 

showing specific features – front, side, birds-

eye views 

● I can develop a plan showing how to use 

materials, equipment and processes in clear 

steps. 

● I can consider the views of others, including 

intended users, how it will function and how it 

will look 

● I can measure, mark out, cut and shape a range 

of materials, using appropriate tools, equipment 

and techniques 

● I can evaluate my products carrying out 

appropriate tests 

● I can evaluate my peer’s work and giving a 

positive and an area to develop. 

 

• I can start to generate, develop, model and 

communicate my ideas through discussion, 

research, annotated sketches. 

• I can follow a design criteria to inform and 

develop the design of products that are fit for 

purpose – give the children a design challenge 

with specific criteria 

• I can select appropriate materials, tools and 

techniques and plan in detail my methods e.g. 

cutting, shaping, joining and finishing, 

• I can begin to measure and mark out more 

accurately and demonstrate how to use skills 

when using different tools and equipment safely 

and accurately 

• I can evaluate my work both during and at the 

end of the assignment and seek evaluation from 

others 

• I can confidently generate, develop, model and 

communicate my ideas through discussion, 

annotated sketches, cross-sectional and 

exploded diagrams 

• I can use research and develop design criteria 

to inform the design of innovative, functional, 

appealing products that are fit for purpose 

• I can plan the order of my work, choosing 

appropriate materials, tools and techniques. 

Suggest alternative methods of making if the 

first attempts fail 

• I can investigate how much products cost to 

make 

• I can assemble components to make working 

models – including moving parts, electrics, 

pulleys 

• I can evaluate against their original criteria and 

suggest ways that their product could be 

improved 

• I can evaluate others work against the original 

criteria ang give suggestions on how to develop 

further  
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