
St Mary’s Newsletter 

Spring Term – Friday 13h October 2023 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

Good afternoon and welcome to this week’s Friday Newsletter, where you will find key updates about 
what has been happening at the school, as well as important events coming up and some other important 
information. Don’t forget to check out the ever-growing Diary Dates as well as the separate Class Updates 
document, so you can find out what your child (or children) have been learning about in class this week. 
 

Light day—31st October 
We will be having our annual Light Day  on Tuesday 31st October. Each 
class will complete activities learning about Light Festivals around the 
world and celebrate at our special afternoon Collective Worship.  On this 
day, please send your children into school wearing, bright, light clothing! 
This can be light up, sparkly or neon. The brighter the better! 

The 2 Johns 
I am delighted to report that we have booked The 2Johns to deliver 
some vital E-Safety training to our whole school community on Thurs-
day 21st March 2024. These informative and entertainingly delivered 
online sessions will be carried out with our pupils during the school day, 
followed by our staff straight after school and then there will be a sepa-
rate session delivered to our parents and carers between 8pm and 

9.30pm—more details to follow. Please make a note of this important date in your own diaries. To find 
out more about the 2Johns please take a look at their excellent website: https://esafetytraining.org/ 

 

Mental Health 
World Mental Health Day took place this week (10 Oct).  Good mental health 
and wellbeing is essential to living happy and healthy lives. There are little 
things we can all do to lift our mood or ease our anxiety and we need to find 
what works for us and our children.  This could be as simple as taking a walk in 
nature, prioritising our sleep or opening up to a friend. These little things, if 
we keep doing them, will make a big difference to how we feel. 
For more information visit: https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/ 
 
Here to Help Flyer  
Please also take a moment to read the Here to Help flyer (which you can read by clicking onto this link on 
the school website: https://www.stmaryssw.org.uk/mental-health-and-wellbeing/. Please note that paper 
copies of this flyer are also available from the school office. This helpful flyer details some of the support 
services we have on offer at St Mary’s VA primary School.  Please also visit our well-being page on the 
schools website for further information on our universal whole school approach to mental health and  
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wellbeing (zones of regulation). If you would like to know more about the universal or targeted support 
we have on offer at St Mary’s please speak with your child’s class teacher or to our Welfare and Support 
Officer, Jo Crocker. 
 
Site Manager 
As we mentioned in last week’s newsletter our lovely Site Manager, John 
Tait, will be retiring in a few week’s time. Just a reminder that the closing 
date for applications for this position is on Monday 16th October at noon. 
You can apply using the link from our  website https://
www.stmaryssw.org.uk/current-vacancies/ 
 

The Tesco Stronger Starts Campaign. 
A reminder to parents, carers and friends of the school to keep using the special 
tokens to vote for our project for the creation of a new dedicated school library 
and some other vital learning spaces when you spend money in a local Tesco 
store  We would love to try an secure second or even first place by the end of 
the voting period.  
 
To check the location of the a stores, please go to the Tesco website 

here: http://www.tesco.com/store-locator/uk Please feel free to share this list 

of stores amongst your family, friends and neighbours.  

 

Individual and Sibling photographs (with Kittle): 
On Thursday, this week the Kittle photographers visited St Mary’s to 
take the annual individual and sibling photos. Thank you for sending 
your children in looking so smart—I was very impressed! 
 
Your child will be coming home with a photocard from Kittle Photog-
raphy. Last year Kittle advised that the photos usually take a week to be 
loaded on to their website so have a check online at the end of the fol-
lowing week. Further information to follow! 
 
Secondary School Applications for September 2024 – Reminder for Year 6 Parents 

As I am sure you are aware, the statutory closing date for applications from 
parents of Year 6 children (for a secondary school place in Year 7 from Septem-
ber 2023) is 31st October 2023. 
  

Please remember that if you are yet to do so, that all applications must be completed by 31st October 
2023. We have been informed that any applications made after this date are dealt with after those made 
on time, and so applying late reduces the chances of being offered a preferred school. 
  
Applications can be made via the Essex Admissions website: www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 

I hope you have a great weekend. 
 
Kind regards. 
 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    
Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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PTA CHTRISTMAS CARD 
The  children have bought home their card/gift de-
sign template in their bookbags this week. If you 
don't find one in their bag, please ask the school 
office for a spare copy. 

For those of you who may not recognize this con-
cept, it involves the children making a design of 
their choosing on a special template, which par-
ents/carers can then choose to turn into and pur-
chase greetings cards, gift labels and other prod-
ucts. Many families choose to design Christmas 
cards or gift labels, but it does not necessarily need 
to be a Christmas design. It could be something 
much more general; some have made nice thank 
you cards, which can be used for all occasions.  

For every product families choose to order, the PTA 
will receive £1.  

The deadline to return the artwork is October 30.  
Please take all design directly to the school Office.  
This means you have the half-term break to get de-
signing! Please note that the card design needs to 
fill the whole page and if you are sticking anything 
on, make sure it is stuck securely. See the attached 
photo for more tips. 
 

Many thanks and happy designing! 

Please can we ask parents and carers 
to be very mindful when sending chil-
dren into school with a snack and/or a 
lunch. 
  
We have a strict policy of being a nut 
free school.  Please make sure you do 
not send in any food that contains 
nuts, may contain nuts or traces of 
any nuts. 
 
Please check carefully the packing for 
foods such as cereal bars, dried fruit 
snacks and pasta made with pesto 
sauce etc. 
  
If you have 
any questions 
regarding 
this, please do 
not hesitate to 
contact the 
school office. 
 
 









 

 

 
 

Key Dates for the Autumn Term 2023: 

Thursday 12th October    - Kittle Photographic - Individual and Sibling photos 

Wednesday 18th October   - EYFS/KS1 Teddy Bear Run 

23rd—27th October    - HALF TERM BREAK 

W/C Monday 30th October   - One Plan Meetings held this week 

Tuesday 31st October    - Light Day—children can wear bright/light clothes  

Friday 3rd November    - Book Looks/Share our Work sessions (8.30am to 9am &  

        3.15pm to 4pm)  

Tuesday 7th November   - Parent Consultations—Years R—Year 6 

Wednesday 8th November   - Parent Consultations—Reception Only 

Thursday 9th November   - Parent Consultations—Years 1—Year 6 

Friday 10th November    - Remembrance Day assembly/service at St Mary’s at 11am 

Monday 13th - Friday 17th November - Make a Noise About Bullying (Anti-Bullying Week) 

Wednesday 15th November     - Governors Day 

Thursday 16th November   - Reception 2024 Open Morning (9.30—11.00) 

Monday 20th November   - Reception 2024 Open Morning (9.30—11.00) 

Thursday 23rd November   - Flu vaccines (delivered by NHS Immunisation Team) 

Saturday 2nd December   - Spirit of Christmas Choir Performance (St Mary’s Church) at 

        1.30pm 

Wednesday 6th December   -  PTA Panto 

Friday 8th December    - Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 8th December    - Key Stage 2 Christmas Disco  

Tuesday 12th December   - EYFS & KS1 Nativity Performance in St Mary’s Church at 6pm 

Tuesday 19th December   - Carol Service at St Mary’s Church (time TBC) 

        Parents/Carers Invited 

Wednesday 20th December      - 1.30pm—school breaks up for the Christmas holiday 

21st December—5th January  - Christmas holiday closure period 

Monday 8th January    - Pupils return to school for the Spring term  

* new or amended items added are in blue 


