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Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 
Good afternoon and welcome to the Week 5 Friday Newsletter! In this week’s newsletter I am going to give you lots of in-
formation about St Mary’s curriculum in the first of our series called ‘Website Focus’, which is taken from the Our Curricu-
lum section of our school website. There is also a final reminder about the Parent/Carer Governor vacancy, as the closing 
date for this is on Monday next week. There is also some further information about school attendance in Attendance 
Matters (in a special article on page 4) and the individual and sibling photographs which are taking place on Thursday next 
week (13th October). We have also added to our ever-growing list of diary dates of events taking place this term, which you 
will find on the very last page of this Friday Newsletter. Don’t forget to check out our weekly curriculum Class Updates 
(which comes out as a separate attachment and includes information from each class teacher as well as a range of photos of 
our fantastic pupils taking part in school life. 

 
School Website Focus: St Mary’s Curriculum!  
 

Our Curriculum: 
Recently, in our Parents and Carers Survey, some of our parents and carers have asked us if they could find out a bit more 
about the Curriculum at St Mary’s; they wanted to know more about how it was structured, what the children learn—both 
in their current class and also in their time at St Mary’s. Over the last two years we have been adding more and more  
information to our new school website, so that parents and carers can find out about what their children are learning. If you 
are interested and would like to find out more please visit the Our Curriculum section of our new school website or click 
onhttps://www.stmaryssw.org.uk/topic/our-curriculum 
 
As you will see when you click on this link, we have created 13 different sections, ranging from Reading and Phonics, our 
Topic Pages, our Forest School lessons, to the British Values and much, much more! 
 
In today’s newsletter I have chosen some of the key sections 
from the Our Curriculum website area to tell you more about our 
fantastic St Mary’s curriculum.  

 
Skills progression documents:  
In the Our Curriculum section of our website you will also find a 
section named Skills Progression Documents.  In this section you 
will find the curriculum skills progressions carefully mapped out 
for each of our subjects and explain the key/core skills which are 
taught to our children in every class as they progress through the 
school. For example if you are interested in what your child (or 
children) are taught in Computing then click on the Skills  
Progression document for Computing and you will see what they 
are taught from Reception to Year 6. You will be impressed—believe me! Please note that there are now 29 different Skills 
Progression documents—enough to keep all of our parents and carers occupied up to Christmas! 
Click on this link if you wish to be taken directly to this section of the website. https://stmaryschurchofengland.secure-
primarysite.net/skills-progression-documents/ 
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Intent, Impact and Implementation documents: 
In the Our Curriculum section of our school  
website you will discover these important  
documents. For each subject our St Mary’s Subject 
Leader has clearly set out what we want our  
children to learn (intent), how we specifically 
teach these skills to our pupils (implementation) 
and then how we assess what they have retained 
and are able to apply in their everyday learning 
(impact).  
 
As you will see, we have 15 of these detailed  
documents available for our parents and carers to  

                                                                                                                   read through.  
An example of a Intent, Implementation and Impact document for Art/DT  
 

Topic Pages!  
Also available in the Our Curriculum section of the St Mary’s school website you will find our very latest Topic  
Pages – and there is a different Topic Page for every class in the school. These topic pages act as a useful summary 
so that parents and carers can see what pupils are learning in 
each subject throughout the term (or half term). 
 

This half term our seven classes are focussing on the following 
topics: 
 

Reception (butterfly class) – Marvellous Me!  
Year 1 (Ladybird class) – Me and My Town 
Year 2 (Caterpillar class) – The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
Year 3 (Grasshopper class) – Tomb Raiders!  
Year 4 (Firefly class) – Ancient Greeks!     
Year 5 (Busybee class) – Space… The Final Frontier  
Year 6 (Dragonfly class) – A Whole New World 

Please note that in most of our classes the topic (along with 
the Topic Page) will change half termly or termly (at the very least).   n example of an Autumn Term Topic Map (from Year 4) 

 

Feel free to take a look at last year’s Topic Pages which are also saved in the same section of our school website. 
Please follow the link below to find out more! https://www.stmaryssw.org.uk/autumn-september-2022-december-
2022/ 
 

I hope that you have found the information in this week’s newsletter to be useful. In next week’s newsletter I will 

share some more information from the Our Curriculum section, and focus on the British Values, Home Learning 

Plans, Forest School and Phonics sections.  
 

Book Looks: 4th November 

The upcoming Parents & Carers Consultations after the half term break (on the 8th and 10th of November) will be 

focussed on giving parents/carers and their new class teacher the opportunity to talk about how their child is 

settling into their new class, as well as class teachers having the opportunity to share a range of academic and so-

cial targets.  

Last year we trialled a new Book Look (Share our work) event. In these Book Looks, parents and carers have a sepa-

rate opportunity to come into school to have a longer look at their children’s work in advance of these meetings—

so that you can discuss some of this work—if you wish to do so. These sessions will be a brilliant opportunity for 

children to share work and then if you have any questions these can be discussed with the class teacher at the up-

coming Parents/Carers Consultations sessions after half term.  

The first Book Look of this academic year will take place on Friday 4th November. The first will be between 8.30am 

and 9.00am and the second will be between 3.15pm and 4.00pm. Keep an eye out in your child’s book bag next 

week for the special invitations from your child. 
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Individual and Sibling photographs (with Kittle): 

Next week (on Thursday 13th October) the Kittle photographers will be visiting St 

Mary’s to take the annual individual and sibling  

photos. 

 

Don’t forget to make sure that your child is dressed extra smartly on that day. Afterwards your child will 

be coming home with a photocard from Kittle Photography. Last year Kittle advised that the photos usual-

ly take a week to be loaded on to their website so have a check online at the end of the following week. 

Further information to follow! 
 

New Governor Vacancy: 
As communicated to all parents and carers last week, our fantastic Vice Chair and 

Chair of the  Finance Committee, Ellen Ricketts, has come to the end of her term 

and, due to work commitments, will not be renewing her governorship. I would 

like to thank Ellen for all of her many contributions and steadfast commitment to 

the school in what has been an extremely challenging last few years. 

 

Therefore, St Mary's is now looking to recruit a new parent or carer for a position 

on our Governing Board. Governors fulfil a vital role in the strategic leadership of the school and are closely in-

volved in a number of key areas, which include the curriculum, finance, safeguarding and personnel matters, in  

addition to premises management. Currently, Governors also attend two Full Governing Board meetings each term, 

as well as a number of Committee meetings - in addition to monitoring meetings/visits, linked to their area/s of 

responsibility.  

 

If you would be interested in taking up this important position on the governing board, we would ask that you 

email the school by 12pm on Monday 10th October, on the school's info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk email address 

to register your interest. We would particularly like to hear from any parents or carers with a finance background; 

however, we would welcome interest in this position from any candidates with other areas of experience. If the 

school has more than one candidate who would like to take up this role, then the school will need to carry out a 

Parent/Carers Governor Election - which would involve the candidate producing a short description of themselves, 

including some simple personal information and also, most importantly, why they would like to take on the role of 

a Parent/Carer Governor at St Mary's. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email the school 

on info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk or email the chair of Governors (John Westnedge) on  

chairofgovernors@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk and we would be delighted to answer any questions that you may 

have. 

 

Have a great weekend. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    
Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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Attendance Matters! 

At St Mary’s (VA) primary school, we believe in developing good patterns of attendance 

and set high expectations for the attendance and punctuality for all our pupils.  It is a cen-

tral part of our school’s vision, values, ethos, and day to day life.  We recognise the con-

nections between attendance, attainment, safeguarding and wellbeing.   

 

For our children to gain the greatest benefit from their education it is vital that they 

attend regularly and be at school, on time, every day the school is open unless the reason 

for the absence is unavoidable. It is a rule of this school that pupils must attend every 

day, unless there are exceptional circumstances and it is the headteacher, not the par-

ent, who can authorise the absence. 

 

Our overall school attendance up until today is 95.04 % 

 

We currently have 38 pupils 

who have attendance below 

90%.   

 

 

 

Please can we remind you 

that the times of the start and 

close of the school day for all 

pupils are: 

Gates open: 8.30am  

Registration is taken at 8:45am 

End of the school day: 3.15pm  

 

 

 

Please note that the Attend-

ance Policy has been updated, 

please visit the school website 

to see the full document.    

www.stmaryssw.org.uk/policies/ 
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October     - Black History Month 

Thursday 6th October   - Census Day 

Thursday 13th October  - Individual and Sibling Photographs (by Kittle) 

Friday 21st October   -  Whole school Clubbercise Competition 

Mon 24th  - Fri 28th October - Half-Term 

Monday 31st October  - INSET day for teachers (no school) 

Friday 4th November  - Book Look (8.30am to 9.00am and 3.15pm to 4.00pm) 

Tuesday 8th November  - Parents/Carers Consultations 

Wednesday 10th November  - Year 5 Road Safety  

Thursday 10th November - Parents/Carers Consultations  

14th-18th November  - Anti-Bullying Week 

Wednesday 16th November -  Governors Day (Autumn Term)  

Wednesday 23rd November  - Open Morning for New Reception Parents/Carers  

Friday 9th December  - Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 14 December - Christmas Lunch (please note this was previously                   

       shown for Monday 19th December   

Tuesday 20th December  - Last Day of Term (1.30pm finish) 


