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 Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow Matthew 5: 15-16 

 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter. This week we have included some information about the Indoor Athletics   
tournaments which took place at Dame Bradbury’s school on Tuesday (for Year 3 & 4 pupils) and Wednesday (for 
Year 5 & 6 pupils). There is also some e-safety advice and information about attendance, and a further request for 
parents and carers to volunteer to come into school to talk to our pupils about their careers (in the Careers Advice 
section), as well as a further plea for Reading Volunteers—thank you if you have already been in touch. Don’t forget 
the Diary Dates at the rear of the newsletter. 
 
Finally, please do enjoy the Class Updates—where you can see what our children have been learning about in class 
this week! 
 

Indoor Athletics tournaments: 
On Tuesday and Wednesday this week, many of our Key Stage 2 pupils visited Dame Bradbury’s school to take part 
in two separate Indoor Athletics tournaments. Over 70 boys and girls from our school were involved, competing 
against local schools which included: St Thomas More, Radwinter and Dame Bradbury’s themselves. There were a 
large number of races—which included the Over and Under Race (which involved squeezing through tunnels and 
jumping over hurdles), the Obstacle Race (which required the children to use complex ‘High Steppers’ and Speed 
Bounces) as well as the 2x1, 2x2 and 4x1 relays and even the Parlauf Relay (which is the longest speed and stamina 
race). The children also took part in a large number of field events - Standing Long Jump, Standing Triple Jump,  
Vertical Jump, Javelin, Chest Push and Speed Bounce. Understandably the children were quite tired at the end and 
they had certainly been put through their paces. I was incredible impressed with how hard the children worked— 
they certainly displayed our 3 Key Words of: Safe, Effort and Respect throughout the tournament and their team-
work and behaviour was outstanding throughout. St Mary’s pupils won quite a few of the events, reflecting all of 
the practise that had been going on during PE lessons leading up to the tournament. 
 
Thank you to Miss Driscoll for organising and preparing the team—everyone had a great time and certainly did the 
school proud. 
 
 

Friendship      Truthfulness  Perseverance 

                   Trust                 Compassion           Respect                

Attendance Weekly  -  92.7% 

Attendance Year -  94% 
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Careers Advice: 
As discussed in last  week’s newsletter...At St Mary’s we are always eager to talk to our lovely pupils about all of 
the different careers and professions, so that the children can begin to think about their own future jobs—
when they are older. Over the last few years we have had parents, carers and friends of the school, as well as 
members of the local community, pop into school to talk to the children about their jobs—including local police 
officers, nurses and more! St Mary’s would really love to hear from you if you would be willing to come in to 
talk to the children about your own job so that you can share your own passion and also your path into your 
chosen career. If you feel that this is something that you would be interested in doing, please contact the 
school office on info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk and we will be in touch to explain more and (hopefully) ar-
range you to come into school to share your experiences with our pupils. 
 

Vacancy 

We currently a vacancy for a Kitchen Assistant.  If you are interested and would like to apply you can find more 

information on the website here . 

Attendance 

 

We will be writing to you at half term with your child’s 

mid-year attendance record.    The overall attendance at 

St Mary’s is currently 94.3%.  Our school target is 96%. 

We know children get ill, especially at this time of year 

with coughs and colds being spread in the classes.  If 

your child is able to have prescribed medicine and come 

to school we would encourage you to do this.  All medi-

cation must come via the school office in its original box 

and a medical form needs to be completed before a 

member of staff can administer medication.  We are not 

allowed to administer eye drops or ear drops. 

If you do decide to keep your child home due to illness it 

is really important you call the school office for  

EVERYDAY that your child is off by 9am. 

The NHS has a helpful page on school illnesses which 

can be found here:   

                                                                                                               https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 

September — February 1/2 term 

Percentage 

Attendance 

Hours of 

education 

lost 

Weeks 

missed 

at school 

School days 

missed 

100% 0 0 0 

97% 15 0 3 

95% 25 1wk 1dy 5 

90% 50 2wks 10 

86% 70 2wks 4dys 14 

80% 100 4wks 20 

75% 125 5wks 25 

70% 145 5wks 4dys 29 

60% 194.5 7wks 4.5dys 39.5 

50% 247.5 9wks 4.5dys 49.5 

Are you a screen zombie? 

This weeks online safety guide focuses on how NOT to be a screen zombie. It’s not always easy to tell if you’ve 

been spending too much time on your device. The guide takes a look at how to tackle a range of potential risks 

such as mental wellbeing, screen addiction and grooming. 

For more advice or guidance please visit: www.nationalcollege.com 
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Reading Volunteers (or as we call them… Champions!) 
Thank you to all of the parents, carers and friends of the school who have kindly volunteered to come into St 
Mary’s on a weekly basis to hear our children read. Over the years this is something that has proven hugely suc-
cessful at St Mary’s, as the children enjoy nothing more than sharing a book with a friendly place- plus, it helps us 
to ensure that children are progressing as fluent readers– and they get to practise the key skills that they have 
been learning in school.  
 
Thank you so much to the parents who have already volunteered and are currently reading with our pupils in 

school. We are always on the hunt for more parents to join us so if you are interested and you have some availa-

bility please email the school office on  info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk.  Ideally, we would like to have at least  2 

or 3 Reading Champions per class – from Reception to Year 6. If you have any time in the week that you would be 

willing to spare and join us as a ‘Reading Champion’ then please email Xenia in the school office. Please note that 

you will need to have had a DBS check completed by the school or already have a transferable DBS. Thank you so 

much in advance for your help, we really appreciate your time.  

 

I hope you enjoy the class updates as well as this newsletter—have a lovely weekend! 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    
Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 



 

 

Week Commencing  

Monday 23rd January 

Tuesday 24th January   - Sportshall Indoor Athletics tournament at Dame   

       Bradbury’s School 

Wednesday 25th January - Sportshall Indoor Athletics tournament at Dame   

       Bradbury’s School 

Friday 27th January   -  Holocaust Memorial Day Service at St Mary’s Church  

       Year 6 

Week Commencing  

Monday 6th February   - Children’s Mental Health Week  

Wednesday 8th February  - Road Safety  Training (Reception & Year 5) 

Friday 10th February  - Safer Internet Day 

Monday 13th February to  

Friday 17th February  - Half term holiday 

Monday 20th February  - Pupils return to school (from 8.30am) 

Week Commencing 

Monday 20th February  - One Plan Meetings 

Friday 24th February  - Book Looks (8.30am to 9.00am and 3.15pm to 4.00pm)  

Tuesday 28th February  - Parents/Carers Consultations 

Thursday 2nd March  - Parents/Carers Consultations 

Thursday 2nd March  - World Book Day 

Monday 6th March   - World Book Day Workshop 

Friday 31st March   - Easter Service in St Mary’s Church (all parents/carers  

       welcome) 

Friday 31st March    - Last day of Spring term 

Monday 3rd April to  

Monday 17th April    - Easter break 

Monday 17th April   - Teaching staff INSET Day  

* new items added are in blue 


