
St Mary’s Newsletter 
Spring Term – Friday 2nd May 2025 

Telephone 01799 523384 

Email:     info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmaryssw.org.uk    

 Our motto: Let Your Light Shine... as You Grow inspired by Matthew 5: 15-16 

Dear parents, carers and friends of the school, 
 

The Summer Term here at St Mary’s has started brilliantly and our amazing pupils and staff have already hit the ground 

running and I have been delighted how well they have settled back into our school routines. Please enjoy this week’s 

newsletter where you will find articles about: Sunscreen, Water Bottles and Uniform; Stars of the Week; the FOSM       

Dazzling Donations Non-uniform Day; the Karate Assembly; our House Point winners this week; our New Playground 

Chalkboards; FOSM Summer Fete; VE Day Celebrations; ACL Sleep Support, a National Smile Month competition and our 

ever important Diary Dates. Enjoy!  
 

Summer Term Reminders: Sunscreen, Water Bottles, and Uniform 

As the weather warms up, we’d like to remind all parents and carers to help ensure children are prepared for the summer 

term. 

Sunscreen: if it’s a warm sunny day please apply long-lasting sunscreen to your child before they come to school each 

morning. If you would like your child to reapply it during the day, you may send in a clearly labelled bottle of sunscreen 

that they can use independently. 

Water Bottles: Staying hydrated is essential, especially in warmer weather. Please make sure your child brings a filled wa-

ter bottle to school every day. Bottles should be clearly named and contain water only. 

Summer Uniform: Children should now be wearing the correct summer uniform. This includes shorts/skorts, summer 

dresses, polo shirts and sun hats. Please ensure all items are labelled with your child’s name. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our pupils comfortable, safe, and ready to learn during the summer 

months. 
 

Stars of the Week 
Jackson - for going above and beyond and for being a good friend 
Percy - for his great first week  
Lily S - for her amazing reading  
Huxley - for his great first week  
Poppy - for her engagement and amazing answers 
Frankie - for putting his hand up and being more vocal  
Hugo - for showing kindness 
Penny - for her effort in everything she does 
Chloe -  for her class contribution 
Ayden - for perseverance in his writing  
Toby - for his amazing revision effort 
Rebecca - for her amazing revision effort  
 

FOSM: Dazzling Donations Non-uniform Day – Friday 9th May 
We need your help to kick off the St Mary's Summer Fete fun! Our St Mary's staff and Friends of St 
Mary's volunteers will be all smiles on Dazzling Donations Day, as it's your chance to dress down and 
donate to help make our fete a success!  
 

Here’s what we’re after by year group: 
Reception, Y1 & Y2: Sweet Treats & Chocolatey Cheer!  Think bars, bags, boxes, or bundles (nut-
free, please) for our scrumptious chocolate/sweets tombola. 
Y3 to Y5: Brilliant Bottles Bonanza!  From fizzy pop and fruity squash to bubble bath, ketchup, or 
cabernet - if it’s bottled, we’d love it, please! 

Y6 Terrific Teddies! - Fluffy friends and soft cuddlies in great condition for our teddy tombola, please!  
 

And remember – no need to buy anything brand new! We’ll gladly take toys and treasures you no longer need – just 
make sure they’re clean and safe. Please just bring them into class!  Thank you for helping make our fete fabulous! 

Compassion     Friendship     Perseverance 

Respect      Trust      Truthfulness  

Attendance Weekly   97.8% 

Attendance Year   94.8% 

mailto:info@st-maryscofe.essex.sch.uk
http://www.stmaryssw.org.uk/


Karate Assembly 

Earlier this week Sensei Chelsea came to St Mary’s to deliver a ‘taster assembly’ to share what she does in her  

Karate Club each week (on a Friday). Some of her well-trained students shared what they have already learned 

and our pupils had a great time seeing what they do. Please see flyer on page 3 if you are interested! 

House triumphs!  

These are the results for this week: in  1st place with 62 points was Water House; in 2nd place with 54 points was 

Earth House; in 3rd place with 49 points was Air House and in 4th place with 45 points was Fire House.                

Well done everybody! 

 

 

 

New Playground Chalkboards: 

Huge thanks to Adam Dowling, one of our fantastic parents and dad to 

Darcey and Ernie, who has recently constructed two large chalkboards 

(pictured, right) which have been added to our playground area. These are 

already in use and are being enjoyed by our lovely pupils and  breaktimes 

and lunchtimes to keep them engaged and practise their illustrations and 

story-writing skills. 

 

Thanks Mr Dowling—a very kind gesture! 

 

 

Have a lovely weekend and keep enjoying the lovely, sunny weather! Don’t forget that school will be closed this 

coming Monday, as it is a Bank Holiday—so you back at St Mary’s on Tuesday 6th May at 8.30am. 

 

Mr C. D. Jarmain    
Headteacher of St Mary’s Church of England Primary school, Saffron Walden 
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ACL Essex, offer a variety of FREE courses designed to support families in every aspect of life. Whether you're looking to       
improve family wellbeing, manage big emotions, or understand children's anxiety, they have something for everyone! 
Visit the website aclessex.com and use the search box to find the course you want, or phone 0345 603 7635 
Some of the courses offered are: 

• Family Wellbeing 

• Fussy Eating 

• Keeping Safe Online 

• Managing Anger In Young People 

• Managing Big Emotions 

• Positive Parenting 

• Raising Girls 

• Self-Esteem For Teens 

• Sibling Rivalry 

• Supporting Your Child - KS1 Homework 

• Supporting Your Child To Sleep Better 

• Talking So Children Will Listen 

• Understanding Children's Anxiety 
 
ACL are offering Free sleep support session for families 

Helping Your Child Sleep - Restful Nights for Happy Days! 
Join our FREE session, "Supporting Your Child To Sleep Better," and discover effective strategies to ensure your little one gets a 
good night's rest. This session is designed to provide practical tips and advice to support parents and carers in creating a  
peaceful bedtime routine. 
Online session 01/05/2025 1900 - 2100 For More Information, and to enrol:  https://ow.ly/TZv250VGTNq 
Community Connector – West Essex 
Uttlesford District PB-19 part of Essex Child and Family Well Being Services 
Mobile: 07593 816607 
Email: jackie.roberts@barnardos.org.uk 
Please use jackie.roberts17@nhs.net for any email containing Patient Identifiable information 
Service provided by: HCRG Care Group in partnership with Barnardo's https://essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk/ 
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Key Dates for the Spring/Summer Term  

Monday 28th April    - Yr 2 trip to Imperial War Museum, Duxford 

Thursday 1st May    - Year 1 Bluebell Wood visit  

Monday 5th May    - Bank Holiday (school closed) 

Friday 9th May     - FOSM Non Uniform Day 

Mon 12th— Wed 14th May   - Year 5 Residential 

Mon 12th— Thurs 15th May   - Year 6 SATs Week 

Thursday 15th May    - Special Census Lunch 

Wednesday 21st May    - Yr4 trip to SWCH Farm 

Friday 23rd May     - Year 6 Krispy Kreme Donut Sale 

Friday 23rd May     - Ascension Day Service at St Mary’s Church (9.30am) 

Mon 26th— Fri 30th May   - HALF TERM 

Monday 2nd June    -  Pupils return to school at 8.30am 

Mon 2nd— Fri 6th June   - Year 6 Residential 

Wednesday 4th June    - R25 Parent/Carer Information Meeting (9.30am) 

Friday 6th June     - Yr4 catchup swimming session at Lord Butler 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th June  - One Plan Meetings 

Wednesday 11th June    - Yr 1 Linton Zoo Visit 

Friday 20th June     - INSET DAY 

Thursday 26th June    - District Athletics (Carver Barracks) 

Friday 27th June     - SWCHS Transition Day for Year 6 

Saturday 28th June (10am-1pm)  - FOSM Summer Fair 

Tuesday 1st July     - Yr 4 Museum of Zoology Visit 

Wednesday 2nd July    - Sports Day 

Monday 7th July     - Reception Boydells Dairy Farm Visit 

Wednesday 9th July    - Reserve Sports Day 

Friday 11th July     - Reception Celebration Event (9.00am) 

Friday 11th July     - School reports sent out 

Friday 11th July     - KS2 Leavers Disco (5.00-6.30pm School Hall) 

Monday 14th July    - Moving Up Afternoon 

       - Meet the Teacher (3.15pm Years 1&2), (3.30pm Year 3) 

Tuesday 15th July    - Meet the Teacher (3.15pm Years 4&5), (3.30pm Year 6) 

       - Yrs 5&6 Production (6pm School Hall) 

Thursday 17th July    - Yr 6 Leavers Lunch 

Tuesday 22nd July    - End of Year/Leavers Service (9.30am St Mary’s Church) 

Tuesday 22nd July    - End of school year - finish at 1.30pm 

Please note all new or changed dates are in blue 

                                                       
 


